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Dont leave your deck out in the cold - take
the advice of our local experts to create a

?& trendy and functional outdoor space

I f you're not playing with a full deck, you're missing out on the opportunity to maxi-

mize the use of your outdoor space - and extend Alaska's brief summer. Today's deck

trends are fusing function with aesthetics while offering an extension of your indoor

space - with a taste of the outdoors.
"Deck trends are moving towards overall sustainability of

the whole project," explains Derrick Jabaay, owner of Treeline
Construction. "People want to create a deck that will serve a
purpose and last for decades."

Make (Outdoor) Room
A little exterior deck-orating can go a long way toward

enhancing the functionality of your deck. Create an inviting,

comfortable space by bringing indoor elements outdoors, and
transform your deck into anything from a kitchen and dining
area, to a reading or meditation retreat.

"People are valuing their outdoor space more and using that
space to their advantage," explains Jabaay.

The market for outdoor furniture has increased substan-
tially in the past few years, including new easy-to-clean and

weather-resistant furniture lines from CONTINUED ON PAGE 36

Story by Randi Jo Cause
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TOUGH AND BEAUTIFUL, MOISTURE-RESISTANT MoiSTUREShlELD COMPOSITE DECKING IS

MADE FROM 95% PRE- AND POST-CONSUMER RECYCLED CONTENT FOR AN ENVIRON-

MENTALLY FRIENDLY DECKING OPTION. AVAILABLE THROUGH RlVERS WOOD PRODUCTS.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 35

reputable companies like Trex.
And the trend hasn't stopped at furniture. From grills and

cooktop surfaces, to cabinets and countertops, today's market offers
plenty of accessories to make your outdoor space feel like home.

"On a porch, you can add a rug and furniture with heaters, and it
can be quite cozy," describes Stacey Dean, owner of Grayling Con-
struction. "... A porch swing is always nice if you have a roof."

Dean describes one homeowner that even added paintings on the
wall. "There are couches and a floor rug along with coffee and end
tables. They have flowers on the tables. The space is now defined
and feels very comfortable for longer use in the year."

Making the most of Alaska's unpredictable summer sunshine
also means dealing with a bit of cloudy, rainy - and sometimes even
snowy - weather as well. Take cover outside with a partial or fully
covered deck to shelter your family from the outdoor elements.

"The use of a porch (deck with a roof) can really give you more
time outside when you have somewhere to be out of the rain,"
explains Dean.

Light the way to your outdoor retreat with innovative deck light-
ing options that extend deck usage into the dark winter months.
From modern wall and accent lighting, decorative rope lighting,
safe and stylish step lighting, or seamless post cap lighting, home-

owners are bound to find a
lighting choice that matches
their deck style.

Material World
Decks aren't all about looks

— it's what's inside that counts.
Homeowners are taking this
sentiment to heart with deck
material and color trends in
favor of natural, eco-conscious
materials.

"Paints are out,"Jabaay
emphasizes, especially given the
maintenance required in Alas-
ka's environment. Homeowners
are giving up paints in favor
of composites and synthetic
decking material, which fuse
wood and plastic. Synthetics
also allow you to choose from
a spectrum of colors without
the cost and time associated
with painting and maintaining

wooden decks.
"We're seeing the synthetics - Trex and

Timbertech, to name a couple — come in several
different colors, so you can make them comple-
ment your existing trim on your house," says
Dean.

Still, wood continues to be one of the most
popular choices in decking material. While
there are many great choices, a Brazilian
hardwood called Ipe is dominating the market,
offering a unique and durable alternative in
shades of red and dark brown.

"Ipe is our favorite wood," says Dean. "It's
very low maintenance and easy to care for.
Oiling once a year is the only requirement.
It is hard enough to withstand marks from
dog claws. It's also dense enough to not show
ketchup stains or other foods landing on the
deck."

Deck choices aren't all black and white. As
paints are on the decline, homeowners are look-
ing at alternatives for color selections when us-
ing real wood. Many are opting to maintain the
natural color of the wood, but adding interest
by constructing decks using a hybrid of mate-
rial and color.

"When you use different colors and even
different materials on the same deck (such as
yellow cedar for the deck surface and red cedar
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for railing), you can really bring something special
and unique to your project," explains Douglas Scher-
zer, general manager of Rivers Wood Products.

Breaking Boundaries
While deck railings are functional when it comes to

both safety and aesthetics, they can also obstruct your
view of the scenic landscape, and can make for an
unintended eyesore. Obtrusive wooden railings and
balusters are being replaced in favor of more func-
tional — and aesthetically pleasing — counterparts.

"People are getting away from traditional 2" x 2"
railings,"Jabaay explains, "and moving towards metal
rails, such as stainless steel or metal rails with powder
coated finish, mixed with glass or cable."

Cable railings in particular are gaining popularity,
and offer a transparent view with minimal cleaning.

"CableRail is no maintenance, doesn't block your
view and you can shovel the snow right through it,"
explains Scherzer.

With all the new materials and design trends in
decking, be sure to consult with an experienced deck
builder before you build your deck. You will enjoy
your deck for many years to come if it is built prop-
erly and designed to fit your lifestyle.

DESIGNED FOR USE ON POSTS, FLOORS AND STEPS, THE NEW TREX DECK|JGHTING CREATES A DIMMABLE

GLOW THAT SETS THE MOOD AND KEEPS YOUR DECK ILLUMINATED. THE LIGHTS OPERATE FOR UP TO

40,000 HOURS AND USE 75 PERCENT LESS ENERGY THAN TRADITIONAL INCANDESCENT LIGHTING.

reel me
CONSTRUCTION
Decks, Docks & Pile Driving

907-333-7132
www.AlasKaTreeiine.com

6921 Brayton Drive, Suite 103 Anchorage, Alaska 99507
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Gather 'round the fire
^eep you and your guests

Reeling warm and comfy

during those chilly evenings en-

tertaining on your patio or deck.

From fireplaces to fire pits, you

can create an ideal gathering

place for family and friends,

or a cozy nighttime retreat for

two. Bonus: These quintessen-

tial summer centerpieces are

perfect for twilight cocktails or

batches of gooey s1 mores.

Here are some fiery ideas to help

warm up and enhance the ambi-

ance of your outdoor space.

GATHERING AROUND THE FIRE is AN ART - LITERALLY.
LOCAL ARTISTS JODY BARTON AND DAUGHTER BAYLEY CREATE
FIRE BOWLS THAT ARE TRULY FUNCTIONAL ART. THE BAFCO

FIRE BOWLS ARE HEMISPHERICAL, STEEL-SPUN STRUCTURES

THAT, ONCE ABLAZE, ARE A SIGHT TO BEHOLD. "THESE FIRE

BOWLS ARE ABLE TO WITHSTAND ALL THE ELEMENTS AND BE

A FAMILY HAND-ME-DOWN FOR GENERATIONS," SAYS JODY.

EACH UNIQUE BOWL IS HAND DRAWN, CUT, SIGNED AND DATED

BY THE ARTISTS, SO YOU'RE SURE

TO GET A FIRE BOWL THAT'S UN-

LIKE ANY OTHER. WHEN NOT IN USE,

THE FIRE BOWLS BECOME BEAUTIFUL

SCULPTURES THAT CAST WONDERFUL

SHADOWS. FOR INFORMATION, VISIT

WWW.BAFCO.BIZ.
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